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war, why isn't any care taken of the ordnance in the fort itself, or
guard set over that artillery lest the enemy come along and spike
those guns?5 To which Mexla Mirabal answered: 'What do you
expect? I swear to God that I've told the governor to set a guard
of a man or two there, and he won't do it, or furnish a penny toward
it, and I've spent a lot of my own money. Every time I go to talk
with him he becomes angry with me and wants to know what I've
come after and what I am going to ask for now.' Thus indicating
that the governor was greatly disinclined to do anything toward the
military defence of the city. In the same manner he frequently lost
his temper with other persons who sought to give him advice about
the fortification of the city, showing that he was not interested.
In fact, this seemed to be his attitude, for he played chess every
day with a soldier named Galderon, right up to within a few days
of Captain Francis' arrival.
Further, a soldier named Aguirre, eldest of two brothers who have
fought in the Italian campaigns, gave him some advice as to the
horse, as being unnecessary, and the governor (p. 161) rebuked
him, gave him a dressing down and said such things to him that this
Aguirre never gave him any more advice because he took it so
badly.
Nevertheless the captain of artillery, called Bias de Herrera,
Portuguese, asked the governor to give him men to move the
ordnance from one place to another where it was needed, and the
governor told him to let him alone. Captain Bias de Herrera re-
torted that he could not well himself carry it to position, without
men. As a matter of fact Bias de Herrera told deponent that he
begged the governor to give him what he needed for the artillery
and he would not provide or do anything, but let the matter lie in
such manner that the captain was angered and tired of urging him
to take many necessary military measures. Captain Bias de Herrera
swore to God that he did not know what to do or to say in the face
of so great remissness, for the governor would do nothing they asked
in respect to the city's defence, and so they all fell away from him,
wearied of importuning him to strengthen the place. The governor
did nothing at all which seemed to promise to be of use, for all he
did was to construct some worthless trenches, (p. 162)
To such degree that many in the city urged him to take four, or
two thousand pesos (as he might prefer) to pay certain soldiers who
had come from Tolu and Mompox to the support of this city.
Pedro Lopez Treviiio offered to furnish two, or three, thousand
pesos for the purpose, the householders to obligate themselves to